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CAMPUS

OCTOBER?

The past year has witnessed an unprece-
dented wave of student campus strugszles at-
tracting national attention, The major and
most publicized of these actions such as at
City College of New York, Cornell Univer-
sity, San Francisco State College have been
focused around demands for open admissions
for oppressed minority groups andblack cul-
tural studies programs. Yet, upon exainin-
ation of their net result, one sees little in the
way of ideological -rowth or the creation of
socially valuable gains. Part of the reason
for this lies in the fact that the New Left has
little understandinz of its own history and al-
n10st no perspective for the future.

The Growth of the Left

Students and others who became radicals
in the 60's did so as a response, primarily
intellectual and unrelated to class forces, to
the false values of a corrupt society, toa
colonial war abroadand racial discrimination
at home, In rebelling against the mores of
American culture, the New Lett broke with
the anti-communist, cold war liberalism of
the League for Industrial Democracy in 1962
anddeveloped a strong sense of social ideal-
ism that manifested itself most strongly in
the early civil-rights movement. When the
Viet Nam war exploded, most of these youth,
or their immediate successors, were natu-
rally repelled by it; this sense of social con-
sciousness was transformed into the anti-war
movement, Also, the mid-60's saw the first
of the ghetto erruptions inthe northern cities
evidencing the strongly felt pent-up frustra-
tions of the masses of oppressed black peo-

ple. The New Left was strongly impressed
by these events, and the leading elements,
particularly Students for a Democratic Soc-
iety, took up the cudgel of the "anti-imper-
ialist" and ""anti-racist'’" movement,

Part of the method which the New Left a-
dopted to support the struggles of others was
to "'organize' people to be against the war
and racism, but without any idea of what to
do with them afterwards, Initially this tac-
tic was implemented through debates, teach-
ins andlimited sit-ins againstthose who rep-
resented the war, such as Army recruiters,
Dow Chemical, etc. Since the New Left op-
erated almost solely in the campus milieu,
the primary focus of its work was intellec-
tual, When it made its first attempts at
reaching outto the world off campus, it car-
ried withit the same concept of "organizing"
people to the amorphous protest movement
azainst the society and the evil it was creat-
ing. Predominantly, however, rejection was
aimed at the failures of America to live up to
its professed ideals, and contained no alter-
native solutions, no projection of a new pat-
tern of organized society,

The New Marxists

Today, a section of the New Left calls it~
self socialist, talks about a''class analysis’,
and is beginning to speak in terms of Marx-
ism-Leninism, This seems on the surface
to be a qualitative shift in the perspective of
the New Left. Yet, is it real? Or has the
New Left simply cast off "'Che”, "doing your
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REVOLUTION

own thing" and a crude concept of "student
power' for something else? If it has reject-
ed its emotionally based "'idealism' and de-
veloped a materialist conception of history;
if it has created a program for the working
class to seize power based upon the direct
class antagonisms in society, instead of us-
ing the University's reflection of its class
nature as a substitute, then why is the move-
ment isolated from the working class, be-
wildered in its political orientation, and
lacking any of the forms of struggle such as
a Party?

There can be no answer other than that the
New Left is talking another language; using
traditional Marxist verbiage, but meaning
something entirely different, All the terms
have been redefined to mean something else:
Capitalism becomes 'neo-Capitalism'" or
"post-industrial society'’; students, black
people and college-trained white-collar work-
ers become the new "'proletarians''; the pro-
duction process becomes the University, and
Students for a Democratic Society is defined
as the "vanguard'', This means by definition
that there can be no contradictions when white
New Lefters talk about class struggle while
seizing the office of the president of a Uni-
versity to demand study programs in black
history for ghetto residents, For the 'van-
guard' is indeed leading the struggle of "the
proletariat" to overcome capitalism, thus
altering ''the production process' asa means
of liberating mankind from the oppressive
burden of work, ’

What is described above would be very in-
teresting if it had more than a passing rela-
tionship to the real world. But it doesn't.
It has instead tragic implications; for it means
that many earnest, would-be revolutionists
are still bound up in a distorted view of the
world, What started out as an idealistic,
white-guilt protest movement of middle-class
college students has become a guilt-ridden
radical movement that has been incapable of
seeing events in class terms, only in racial
terms, It has been unable to see that what-
ever else may separate people from each oth-
er--race, age, sex, language, etc, ~-itis ex-
ploitation under Capitalism which causes and
exacerbates all other cleavages in society,
and that only through a revolution by the
whole of the proletariat can the solution of the

other social ills even be attempted,
L4

Campus Turn

WITHOUT

Becauseit is in the nature ofthe New Left's
isolation on the campus tofollow other strug-
gles in order to build student radicalism,
rather than become part of the general class
struggle, it is constantly searching for new
political phenomena to tail-end. Originally,
there was the Vietnamese Revolution, When
that issue was so easily absorbed by a slick
liberal— Eugene McCarthy — because the
movement was built on a classless ''single
issue' basis rather than linked with a class
line against capitalism, the student move-
ment was forcedto conjure up something new
to take its place, And indeed something was
always around which fitted in nicely with the
New Left's Third World and racial analysis
—the black struggle, which had previously
played' a secondary role in the New Left's
propaganda, being regarded as something
for the Blacks to work out themselves,

""Black Studies"

Black people, responding partly to their
own isolation, fear and repression, and part-
ly to an uncritical attitude on the Left, have
become not only more conscious of how aw-
ful this society is, but also overwhelmingly
Black Nationalist, Behind the zrowth of this
consciousness, of course, lies the history of
oppression, exploitation and racial discrim-
ination, which have been inextricably bound
up with the growth of American Capitalism.
From their arrival in this country, the Ne-
zro people have been anintegral part of Am-
erican class society while at the same time
forcibly segregated at the bottom of this so-
ciety, Various factors——the variety of Afri-
can origins, deliberate dispersal of slaves
with common tribal backgrounds, the fact
that most slaves brought from Africa were
male — facilitated the total destruction of
African languages, social institutions and
cultural memories, Today, American Black
people are subjugated doubly as a racial
caste and as workers, and thouzh their lives
are shaped by the workthey are forcedto do,
their consciousness has been shaped more
by *heir ghetto experiences and cultural iso-
lation,

Now it is proposed that a new layer of
black youth are going to be made more aware
of their history, language, art and culture,
which though seemingly beneficial, also
works strongly to create the illusion that
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THE WORKING

American Blacks are somehow still Africans,
not Americans, and that the struggle is not
here, but somewhere else in the 'third
world", Moreover, "black history'"inAmer-
ica cannot possibly be separated from "white
history''--there could have been no slave
without the slave master. Entire programs
such as are being conceived now will only
serve to increase the idea that race is the
dominant division among mankind and retard
the possible growth of socialist conscious-
ness, Additionally, more black youth will
be inculcated with the attitude-forming pro-
cess that is actually one of the main func-
tions of the University in society.

"Open Admissions"

Yet, there can be no doubt as to the social
value inherent in the chance that has been
created via the demand for "open admis-~
sions" for numbers of black youth to escape
from the bottom of society, where they have
been so long oppressed. If is only short-
sightedness and insensitivity that can permit
radicals to oppose this demand as Progres-
sive Labor has done at City College of New
York and elsewhere, The major criticism
that should be made is that "open admis-
sions" shouldn't just be for Black people,
where the conception only servestoreinforce
ethnic consciousness, but should be expanded
to "open admissions'' for all, This is some-
thing that would put truly revolutionary
pressure upon the bourgeoisie, and tend to
unite all sections of the oppressedin society.

What is to be opposed is the concept that
only Blacks can decide what is right for
Blacks, and that the role of whites is to sup-
port their black allies uncritically. Among
the outstanding exceptions to this theme have
been members of the Black Panthers, who,
though they hold a contradictory mixture of
socialist and Nationalist views see the dan-
gers implicit in this kind of artificial cleav-
age between radicals., To quote Kathleen
Cleaver from New Left Notes of 1 May, 1969:

"For SDS to agree with Huey P. Newton
and the Black Panther Party does not seem
to be any abrogation of black people's
rights, It is a necessary step in breaking
down the prison of racism that keeps both
black and white people fighting separately
against capitalist exploitation and perpet-
uates the very capitalist-imperialist-neo-
colonialist empire that has black people as

CLASS ? .

its foremost victims, Ideas are not the
property of a racial group, but belong in-
instead in the realm of the true or false, "

Whatever gains in the way of admissions
to universities are made for Black people it
should be obvious right away to student rad-
icals that these demands are certainly non-
revolutionary. For example, they have fail-
ed to consider why so many college presi-
dents have been persuaded to construct sep-
arate studies and separate degree programs
for black students. The reason is that for
the construction of the black middle class,
so necessary for the preservation of Capi-
talism, programs are needed which can
sweep larger quantities of black youth than
ever before through four years of college

with the program offered being ultimately of .

little significance; it is the degree that
counts, What this would do, it is hoped,

would give black youth a greater stake in the

society, provide more black faces as show
pieces for corporations, more black small

businessmen, and staff more  government

"anti-poverty" programs and civil service
jobs., But this point has not been obvious to
the New Left, for they have chosen to make
their political judgment an emotional, mor-
al one. Having accepted the proposition that
anything that blacks do must be revolution-
ary, there is nothing more for the New Left
to-do but support them uncritically.

Anti-Labor Aspects

In New York City, where there has been a
sharp upturn in labor struggles in the past
two years as a result of war and inflation
(e, g., Sanitationmen, Con Ed workers, fuel
deliverymen, hospital workers and teachers)
the left has permitted its concern for the
residents of the ""community" to alter its po-
litical stance, It has mobilized its forces
against the unions in their struggle with a
ruthless city administration, thus aiding
the city to attack the "community" by cutting
at the real wages and working conditions of
its workers, The New Left's chronic ina-
bility to see the unions as a bhasis of strug-
gle has thus been transformed into blatant
anti - unionigm,  which called for these
strikes, supposedly against the interests of
the "community™, to be smashed and one of
the most hard-fought-for gains of the work-
ing class -~ the unions-- themselves to be
endangered, The New Left has reacted mor-
ally, not politically, to the union bureau-
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cracies' policies, which range from cold war
liberalism to overt racism, CIA ties and
physical gangsterism, and New Left radi-
cals almost without exception have accepted
Black Nationalist rhetoric that the only pos-
sible approach to unionized white workers is
unremitting hostility born of desperation.
The potential of Blacks, in general more
militant as a result of their greater oppres-
sion, to play a vanguard role as workers in
militant rank-and-file union struggle is nev-
er raised as New Lefters contentthemselves
with sectarian anti-unionism,

Worker-~Student Alliance ?

A major group fighting within SDS has been
the Progressive Labor Party. They claim to
have fought for a working class orientation
within SDS by advocating concepts such as
the "student-worker alliance' and the sum-
mer "work-in" as projects for New Lefters
who, having seen the need for a class revo-
lution, want to break from their isolation on
campus and implement their ideas elsewhere.

The alliance between students and workers
as conceived and used by PL is an opportun-
istic one, Students, historically conserva-
tive and representing the upper-middle lay-
ers of society,haverarely beenallied withthe
working class movement, and only recently
in the United States has there been a radical
student movement of any size, Because of
the New Left's recent growth and PL's invol-
vement in it, PL poses thealliance as though
the working class was just another ally for the
student movement; something like the peas-
antry in Russia, to be given second-rate sta-
tus, The result of this capitulation to their
milieu, is that PL has failed to raise the un-
derstanding of students as to the pivotal rela-
tionship of the working class tothe revolution,
Actually, the formulation should be turned
the other way--for a worker-student alliance,

The other major problem with this is that a
"student-worker alliance" is a static con-
ception which bears no relation to the ebb
and flow of the class struggle, which would
be the determining factor in any working a-
greement between students and workers, As
the Richmond Oil strike in Berkeley this
winter well demonstrated, unity is possible
between students and workers, but only in an
action situation, and for the most part is re-
quisite upon favorable reception by the work-
ers, There was obviously development of
consciousnesson the part of the Oil, Chemi-
cal and Atomic Energy workers, but this

was due to their need to fight oppressionas «
applied by Standard Oil and the State, while
the student role was less important, Thereis
significance, however, in the exchange of pic
kets from one line to another, Both sides
learned a great deal about the others strug-
gles, with the most important lessons being
learned by the students about the nature of
the class struggle, and how it accelerates
consciousness far faster than a thousandde-
monstrations or a hundred teach-ins ever
could.

The concept of the summer "work-in",
which is also being sponsored by the National
Collective in SDS, is more seriously flawed
than the "student-worker alliance", Although
it might be a good thing for students from the
campus to work in a factory and exchange
sweat with workers, it is likely that sweat is
all that will be exchanged! For without a pro-
gram to take into a factory, and the perspec-
tive of a long range involvement, the "work-
in" is likely to breed more animosity and dis-
trustthan good, This PL-conceived ""worker -
ism' bears no relation to the application of a
Marxist-Leninist concept that sees the nec-
essity of uniting workers, students and op-
pressed minority groups around a transition-
al program of struggle,

What Should the New Left Do?

Today, as the political climate of the coun-
try moves rightward, withthe election of Nix-
on, increasedracial antagonisms and serious
police invasions of the campus, the student
left is more isolated than ever from the rest
of its potential allies. Sensing that something
is wrong, the New Left has adopted an ulira-
leftisttactic-confrontation politics-substitu-
ting bravado for political theory, What is
needed, for example, are political demands
that will link student militancy with the exist-
ing consciousness of the workers and create
a political force that will break the Capitalist
political domination by the two-party system,
The most urgent demand that can alter the
existing fragmentation, break through ethnic
consciousness and unite the working class is
the demand for a Labor Party!
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